
New York State 5 boroughs of New York City

New York Metropolitan area

United States
rural pop. 59,061,367

urban pop. 222,360,539

total pop. 281,421,906

commuters 128,279,228

public trans. 6,067,703

income p/c $21,587

New York State
rural pop. 2,373,875

urban pop. 16,602,582

total pop. 18,976,457

commuters 8,211,916

public trans. 2,006,194

income p/c $23,389
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New York 
Metro area

rural pop. 715,629

urban pop. 20,484,236

total pop. 21,199,865

commuters 9,319,218

public trans. 1,684,850

income p/c $26,604

New York City
rural pop. 0

urban pop. 8,008,278

total pop. 8,008,278

commuters 3,192,070

public trans. 2,320,155

income p/c $22,402

Manhattan

Queens

Bronx

Brooklyn

Staten Island
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Living in New York is a unique experience.  It has an allure 
all its own among American cites.  The city takes on a 
personality all its own and becomes part of you.  It becomes 
your best friend and worst enemy all at once.

The advantages to living here are countless.  The culture is 
the most offen mentioned, however the word “culture” seems to 
be misused.  The more accurate way to describe it is variety.  

Imagine living in New York for a year.  For three meals a day 
you could have different cuisine.  Every night you could see a 
differnt live performance whether it’s a play, musical, or 
sporting event.  And during the day you could spend that year 
and more visiting one of the hundredes of museums and galleries 
and shop in the best stores in the world.  Variety is the way 
to descibe it.  When talking about New York, what it comes down 
to is that there is always something to do.  The city is now 
your best friend.

The advantage of variety, however, becomes the biggest 
detractor.  Because of all there is to do and the fact that 
everything you need can be found right there, people never 
leave.  Ask someone who moved there in the past year and 
chances are that they have not left the city once.  To most who 
live in New York their one complaint is that sometimes you want 
to get away and be by yourself.  In New York you are never 
alone.  The city is now your worst enemy.

Money is always an issue.  You can live here and have a great 
time on a small budget if you know what you’re doing but that 
takes time.  Those with the means go to the Hamptons for the 
weekend or hop in a $50 shuttle to the airport and fly off for 
a mini-vacation or take their car from their $500 a month 
parking garage and drive to the mountains.

For those without the means, leaving for the weekend is a 
problem.  In New York only 54% of households own a car as 
opposed to 94% nationally.  The cost of owning a car is simply 
too high and with some of the best public transportation in the 
world it isn’t practical.  Conversly, hotels in New York 
average $237 a night, nearly triple the national average of 
$84.  So what are those of modest means to do for a break?

I wanted to find a place accesssible by the public transporta-
tion so many are dependent on to make a reteat for average New 
Yorker.  A place that could be reached Friday night after work 
and returned from Sunday evening in order to avoid spending too 
much time traveling.  A place where one would only see trees 
and grass and mountains.  A place with no concrete and steel.  
A place to retreat to in order relax and get away.

Going north along the Hudson River, 17 miles from Manhattan I 
found a place.           
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The place I found is the southernmost 
wooded site along the Hudson River.  The 
cleft in the mountain was created during 
the early 1900’s when the stone there was 
quarried to build New York’s famous brown-
stone houses.  The commuter town of Nyack 
lies 1/2 mile south of the site. 
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Access to the site is a paved 
path wide enough for vehicles.  
It rises up from 50 feet to the 
cleft in the mountain at 220 
feet.  The site has heavy vegeta-
tion that the path cuts through 
almost resembling a tunnel.  The 
entry gives no indication of the 
destination.

Toward the top the path takes a 
slight bend.  At this point the 
sky starts to be revealed and the 
tree canopy less dense.  There is 
now an indication that you about 
to come to the top of the moun-
tain due to the light coming 
through the trees.
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Upon reaching the top the canopy stops and the path 
virtually throws you out into the open, north side of 
the site.  The openess of the lawn and severity of the 
cliff are finally revealed.   

Walking through another covered path you come to the 
south side of the site.  It is about one quarter the 
size of the north side and much more overgrown and 
secluded. 



Coming out from the path onto the north side of the site.
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The lawn is emmence and yet private when there alone.  The 
trees and the backdrop the the cliff create a kind of 
outdoor room.
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Existing on the site are features that divide the site 
into zones.  Between the cliff and the lawn is a dense 
treeline extending the entire length of the lawn, 
roughly 1200 feet.  From the treeline to the cliff 
there is a loose stone pile left from quarrying 
operations which runs the length of the lawn as well.  
Initially I had intended to build on the lawn until 
further investigation led me to discover the space 
contained between the cliff and the treeline.  By 
tucking the units into this space, the lawn would go 
undisturbed and continue to be used by recreational-
ists.  The only variable was the massive stone pile.  



75’ 75’

20’ 30 deg.
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The stone pile is 20 feet high on average across the 
length of the lawn.  Loose rubble requires a 30 degree 
angle of incidence when piled.  With a pile height of 
20 feet that creates piles 75 feet wide.  This also 
gives niches 75 feet wide.  Over the length of the 
lawn that creates 7 niches in order to build.  This 
would give each unit privacy from the others and with 
the treeline in front, from any other visitors to the 
site. 
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I wanted to provide a large space for those who 
visit.  As opposed to most New York apartments I 
though about making each unit multi-floored and 
expansive.  By separating the living/dining, 
bath, and bedrooms with subbtle level changes 
would create a meandering through the unit and 
create circulation not normally found in the 
users homes.  Each of these units was to take up 
one of the seven niches created in the stone 
piles.





20

Each unit taking up a niche seemed to be overly generous.  The square footage would be that of a small house and 
would only allow seven units on the site.  By making the units a more modest but still generous 500 square feet, 
would allow for more occupants.  As for privacy, if the units were mirrored in plan about a thick party wall and 
oriented away from each other, toward the stone piles, this would allow 14 occupants and still provide space and 
privacy.  The party wall would also allow for one set of utilities to be run to each unit, minimizing the impact on 
the lawn and easing maintainance.  Accessibility issues and the desire for the profile of each unit to be hidden by 
the treeline led me to take on a single-floored approach.  

One single direction change in circulation effectively separates the private from the gathering spaces and creates a 
private courtyard.  By having a private outdoor space it provides a sense of ownership of the place and extends the 
interior space outward.  By extending the retaining walls to the cliff face created small pockets that would be 
flushed with light during the day, brightening even the rear corners of the rooms.
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laminated
wood
beams
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timber columns, 
exposed joists and 
trellis

stone taked from the
site to create the 
niches in the stone
piles

local slate to cool 
the warm colors of 
the interior

The materials used were chosen to 
provide a hand-crafted feel to the 
place.  It was important not to use 
concrete, steel, plaster, or sheetrock 
which is what most occupants would be 
used to seeing in their homes. 

Natural materials have a more tactile 
nature than manufactured.  They are 
inviting to the touch and warm in 
color and feel.  



Wood casement windows allow the walls to open and expand the living area and invite the user outside.



HVAC

water
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The party wall has an interior cavity for maintainance to the
systems and provide a further sound barrier between units.



















A wooden trellis covers the outdoor patio.  
Introducing seasonal ivy would filter the 
summer sunlight, keeping the interior cool.  
The laminated beam creates a lightshelf to 
bring some summer sunlight deep into the 
interior.  During winter the ivy would 
recede, allowing the needed sunlight 
directly into the room.


































